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1 Background 
 
The EEA’s ‘EU ETS data viewer’ provides, in an easily accessible way, aggregated information on verified 
emissions, allowances and surrendered units by country, sector and year related to the European Union 
(EU) emissions trading system (ETS). The ETC/CM supports the EEA in updating this EU ETS data viewer. 
Each year in early April, the European Commission publishes data on verified emissions and free allocation 
for the previous year. This data is based on the EU Transaction Log (EUTL), which records all transactions 
of permits made under the EU ETS. Since July 2013 the EEA receives a file with EU ETS data directly from 
the Commission for the use in the data viewer, coving all trading periods. The ETC/CM conducts several 
checks to ensure consistency of the data. The quality-checked dataset is then uploaded by the EEA on its 
website and can be viewed through its EU ETS data viewer. 
This report presents preliminary results up to the year 2021, based on the dataset published by the 
Commission on April 1, 2022. These results are based on the data analysis performed by the ETC/CM on 
the full database (the ‘disaggregated database’), which includes ETS information at installation level and 
is used to update the EU ETS data viewer. 
 

2 First analysis of verified emissions in 2021 
 
With the first EUTL extract on April 1, 2022, total verified emissions (VE) 2021 summed up to 1,237 Mt CO2-
eq for stationary installations, compared to 1,253 Mt CO2-eq of the year 2020. This difference is equivalent 
to a decrease of 1.2% (see Table 2.1). However, the data on verified emissions in 2021 is incomplete, as 
not all installation operators report their emissions by that date.  
If the emission trend is calculated only for those installations which already reported VE 2021 and have 
also reported VE in 2020, an emission increase of 9.1% can be observed (see also Table 2.1).  
 
In the next step, to make the sum of emission 2021 more complete, emissions of installations are 
identified, for which currently no information is available on emissions of 2021. For this analysis on 
completeness, verified emissions 2020 have been summed up for all those accounts that are active in the 
third trading period and for which no verified emissions 2021 have been reported to date (see Table 2.2, 
if the percentage given in column 3 is high, a lot of verified emissions have not been reported yet). This 
sum amounts to 138,4 Mt CO2-eq (11% of verified emissions 2020).  
It is expected that the information on 2021 verified emissions will become increasingly complete in the 
weeks following this initial publication of data, which will make it easier to derive conclusions on emission 
trends. However, even at this stage, an estimation of the total amount of verified emissions in 2021 can 
be derived. For the estimation of the total amount, the following volumes have been added up:  

 Total actual reported VE 2021  

 Sum of missing VE 2020, assuming that all installations for which the account is active in the third 

trading period and which reported VE 2020 will report emissions again for 2021. Usually, it is 

assumed that these emissions will remain at a similar level.  

Following this procedure, an amount of 1,368 Mt CO2-eq VE is estimated for 2021, which means an 
increase by 9.1 % compared to 2020 VE. It has to be noted, that it is a conservative assumption, that all 
missing emissions would be at the level of emissions 2020. To account for the potential impact from the 
special situations in 2020 and 2021, the average increase per country of facilities reporting for 2020 and 
2021 was applied to the expected missing VE. With this assumption, total VE 2021 amounts to 1,373 Mt 
CO2-eq, an increase of 9.6 % (see Table 2.2). 
 
Emissions from operators of installations which entered the system in 2021 and did not report VE 2021 
yet, could not been considered for this estimate. Experience of the last years shows that the absolute 
amounts of emissions from these new installations are not high. So this does not change the complete 
picture.  
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Table 2.1 First analysis of verified emissions as reported April 1, 2022

 
Note:  

*GB Emissions from 2020 were not counted in this analysis as GB entities are not part of EU-ETS from 2021 

Last column shows emission trends for those installations that reported verified emissions for both 2020 and 2021. 
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Source: EUTL extract April 1, 2022, own calculation 

Table 2.2 Completeness and VE 2021 estimate (trend corrected) 

 

Note: The last two columns rely on an estimate of 2021 emissions, where emissions of all operators that have not 

reported for 2021 and still are active in the third trading period, are estimated based on the average increase 

per country. 

Source: EUTL extract April 1, 2022, own calculation 
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